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August 24, 2017
Dear Parents,
Peace be with you! As you know, we have utilized the Honeywell Instant Alert system for several years at St. Gregory the Great
Academy for the purpose of emergency notification. Over the summer, I elected to switch our emergency notification provider
to School Messenger for a few reasons. First, this system has many more features, including the ability to send SMS (text)
messages and a smartphone app. Second, the system is fully integrated with Genesis for the purpose of data transfer, so there
will no longer be a reason for families to have to manually manage their information in the emergency notification system.
Informing the office of changes in contact information will be the only step required. Third, the cost of School Messenger is
less than half of the cost of the old system. Finally, several other schools in our diocese use School Messenger. For these
reasons, we are moving forward with School Messenger.
As mentioned above, one important feature that School Messenger will offer is sending SMS messages. As you might already
know, in order to receive regular SMS messages from a company a user must “opt-in” by sending a message to a short code
number. (For example, if you want to receive prescription updates via text from a drug store, you will get an initial message
asking you to confirm your consent by “replying YES to this message.”) In order to enable your phone to receive SMS messages
from School Messenger, you will have to opt-in to the system. The attached flyer provides instructions on how you can
manually opt-in to the system at any time. There will also be a one time “opt-in” message that will be sent to all cell phone
numbers on file on September 8, 2017 which will enable you to opt-in.
It is important that cell phone numbers are on file as such with the school. Thus, we will need families to confirm each “home
cell” number on the EMERGENCY INFORMATION VERIFICATION FORM that will be sent home with each student on the first day
of school. If you only have a cell number as your home contact number (e.g., you do not have a land line so you just use your
cell number), please write the cell number in the “home cell” field on the form even if it is already listed as your “home”
number. This will ensure that we have cell numbers accurately recorded in Genesis. If we only have your cell number listed as
a “home” number in Genesis, it will not receive SMS messages even if it is a cell number. Thus, it is very important that you
return the emergency information verification form to school the very next day after you receive it.
I will be sending a test message via School Messenger on Monday, September 11, 2017 to test all contact information. We will
address any missing data after that message is sent.
If you have any questions aside from your contact information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
May peace and every blessing be yours,

Jason C. Briggs, Ed.D.
Principal
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Parents and Guardians
You can take advantage of our

Text Messaging Service
Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger
system to deliver text messages, straight
to your mobile phone with important
information about events, school closings,
safety alerts and more.
You can participate in this free service* just
by sending a text message of “Y” or “Yes”
to our school’s short code number, 67587.
You can also opt out of these messages at
any time by simply replying to one of our
messages with “Stop”.
SchoolMessenger is compliant with the Student Privacy PledgeTM, so you can
rest assured that your information is safe and will never be given or sold to
anyone.

Opt-In from
your mobile
phone now!

Just send
“Y” or “Yes”
to 67587

Information on SMS text messaging and Short Codes:
SMS stands for Short Message Service and is commonly referred to as a "text message". Most cell phones support this type
of text messaging. Our notification provider, SchoolMessenger, uses a true SMS protocol developed by the
telecommunications industry specifically for mass text messaging, referred to as “short code” texting. This method is fast,
secure and highly reliable because it is strictly regulated by the wireless carriers and only allows access to approved providers.
If you’ve ever sent a text vote for a TV show to a number like 46999, you have used short code texting.
*Terms and Conditions – Message frequency varies. Standard message and data rates may apply. Reply HELP for help. Text STOP to
cancel. Mobile carriers are not liable for delayed or undelivered messages. See schoolmessenger.com/txt for more info.
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