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My Dear St. Gregory the Great Academy Family,
Peace be with you! What a great blessing it is that St.
Gregory the Great Academy has been designated a
2014 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. On
September 30, 2014, it was announced by United States
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan that our Academy
was one of the 340 schools in the nation to receive this
prestigious honor. On November 11, 2014, Mrs.
Rivera and I had the privilege to represent all of us in
Dr. Briggs with Mrs. Rivera during the
Washington, D.C. to accept this award on your behalf. Washington DC Awards Ceremony
The National Blue Ribbon is the highest honor that the
United States Department of Education bestows on a school. No single person or small
group can take credit for such an award; it is entirely a team
effort and the result of the work of our students, the support
of our parents, and the corps of teachers who labor each day
in this small section of the Lord’s vineyard. So, be very
proud of what YOU have accomplished and have been
recognized for. Congratulations to each of you, and let us
give thanks to God for this blessing!
May peace and every blessing be yours,
Jason C. Briggs, Ed.D.
Principal

A Note from our PTA President
Dear Friends of St. Gregory the Great Academy,
Happy New Year!
On behalf of the SGGA PTA, I would like to
congratulate the students, faculty and
administration of St. Gregory the Great
Academy on receiving the 2014 National Blue
Ribbon of Academic Excellence Award!! What
an Achievement!! We are so proud of
you! Your hard work and dedication truly
exemplifies the outstanding educational program
our school bestows!
Michelle Smith
PTA President

Blue Ribbon Thanksgiving Mass
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Blue Ribbon Luncheon
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Bishop O’Connell’s Homily
Below is Bishop O’Connell’s
homily during the November 21
Thanksgiving Mass for the Blue
Ribbon Recognition received by St.
Gregory the Great Academy. This is
reprinted with permission from The
Monitor, newspaper of the Diocese of
Trenton.
Today the Catholic Church
throughout the whole world celebrates a
special feast day that reminds us how
special Mary, Jesus’ Mother, is to all of
us. God chose her from among all
possible women in the history of the
world to be the Mother of Jesus. She was
without sin and lived a life of perfect
holiness. In a month, we will celebrate
Christmas, the birth of Jesus. We have all
seen beautiful pictures of Jesus’ birth in
the manger in Bethlehem. Already in the
stores and malls, we see all kinds of
Christmas decorations like Christmas
trees and lights. Television commercials
offer the things that we might like to
receive as Christmas presents. But, all
these things should never get in the way
of our understanding of the true meaning
of Christmas: God gave us his only Son
to be our savior. Jesus is God but he also
is a human being like us at the same time.
That is not easy to understand. We call it
a mystery. But we believe it. It is our
Catholic faith. Because Jesus, our God,
also shares being human with us, we call
him our brother. That makes Mary, his
Mother, our Mother, too. And like our
own Moms, she loves us in a very special

Bishop O’Connell

way. We are important to her and she is
important to us. Mary is not God but she
has a special relationship to God through
Jesus and she invites us, asks us to have a
special relationship to God through Jesus,
her Son.
As a young girl, Mary’s parents,
Ann and Joachim, took good care of her
and made sure she grew up strong in her
faith and religion. They brought her to the
temple in Jerusalem and prayed with her.
They dedicated her to God before Jesus
was born. That is what this special feast
day is all about, the
“presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
in the temple.”
Our parents take good care of us
and want us to grow up strong in our
Catholic faith and religion. That is why
we are here in our parish Church today.
We are praying the most important prayer
of our Catholic faith, the Mass. In
Catholic school, going to Mass is the

most important thing we do together. It is
a part of being in a Catholic school that
makes us different from our friends in
public school.
Today, our parish Catholic
school, St. Gregory the Great Academy,
is being honored by our country as a
“Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.”
That means we have been singled out
among the best schools in our country.
What a great thing! Your parents have
made that possible for you. Your pastor
and your teachers and staff have made
that possible for you. We should thank
them for all they do! But, do you know
what else? You have made that honor
possible for you and for one another
because you work hard and study well.
Others see that and honor you. But do
you know what else? Your Catholic faith
has made this honor possible for you. It is
why you are here in this school and not
someplace else. Just as Mary learned
about her faith in the temple, you are
learning about your faith here. And that is
what makes St. Gregory the Great, truly
and totally excellent. Celebrating your
excellence and the honor you have
received here at Mass on this special feast
of the Blessed Mother is the best way you
can celebrate the Blue Ribbon you have
received. May God bless you and may
Mary keep you close to her Son, Jesus.

Certificate and Plaque of Recognition awarded to our school St. Gregory the Great Academy, Hamilton, NJ
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